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country. Its author, Prof. William Bingham, was a man of clear head, a scholar without parade of learning,
and, as a teacher, possessed of notable skill in imparting knowledge. His experience of many years as head of a
great school, his enthusiastic devotion to his work as a teacher of Latin, and especially his intimate knowledge
of the needs of younger boys, admirably fitted him for the task which he set himself - the preparation of a
practical first book in Latin, simple enough for beginners and yet full enough for more advanced students.
Guided by this practical experience in the class-room, he shaped his book on lines so simple and easy of
comprehension as have ensured its popularity in spite of many palpable deficiencies. Had Professor Bingham
lived, there can be no question that long before this the book would have been thoroughly revised and brought
up more nearly to the requirements of modern scholarship. The twenty years that have elapsed since he gave
the first edition to the public have been marked by extraordinary activity in the field of classical philology. Much
that was regarded as assured when he wrote has been rejected by a more scientific study of Latin, and much
that was then clouded with doubt is now settled...
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