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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Monthly Microscopical Journal, Vol. 15: Transactions
of the Royal Microscopical Society, and Record of Historical Research at Home and Abroad In the case of
Dionaea, Darwin gives a very brief description of minute glands of a reddish-purple colour which cover the
upper side of the leaf, and which he states to have the power of absorption. But in order to find an adequate
description of these bodies we must go back nearly thirty years, when Dr. Lindley gave accurate descriptions
and figures of them in his Ladies Botany, published in 1834, and, in the following words, showed a wonderful
insight into their probable function: - From the cuticle of the upper surface of the leaf of Dionaea there spring
at short intervals little red glands, which grow from minute green oval spaces, composed of two parallel green
cells and resembling stomates. They are firm fleshy bodies resembling little convex buttons, and are composed
of cells arranged in a circular manner round an axis consisting of two such cells stationed one on the top of the
other. | presume that these glands are analogous to the curious hairs of Sundew, although we do not see that
they are possessed of any irritability; but in the Sundew they arise from a general expansion of the cuticle and
not from spurious stomates. We moreover find upon the surface a prodigious number of red glands, so minute
as to be individually invisible to the naked eye, and giving a red tinge to the leaf. Such glands are found
nowhere except upon the upper surface of the leaf in the neighbourhood of the delicate seat of irritability. It is
not...
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