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will be back, who is the ranking member of the full com-mittee. PENING TATEMENT OF ENATOR LEXANDER O S
S A LEXANDER Senator A. We have already heard that 372, 000 of those displaced by Katrina are school-age
children in kindergarten through the 12th grade. Today we are here to see what we can do to help all of those
children. Katrina, the storm, did not discrimi-nate among children, and neither should we. Many communities
are struggling to meet those challenges. We are hearing a lot about Texas in the news today because of Hurri-
cane Rita. Texas already expects to enroll as many as 60, 000 stu-dents who have been displaced by Katrina.
Houston Independent School District, which has enrolled roughly 4, 700 displaced stu-dents, has hired 180 new
teachers, added 37 new bus routes, or-dered about 10, 000 new textbooks. Georgia has accepted more than 9,
000 students, Alabama 5, 400, my home State of Tennessee about 3, 500, and the number may grow. Public
school systems across the country, and especially those nearest Louisiana and Mississippi are working hard to
absorb those students, and they are absorbing most of those students. But private schools are joining in the
eIort too. We already heard Sen-ator Lott say that in his hometown of Pascagoula, other than the high school,
the only school still standing is a Catholic school, and the only one available for many of the children there. This
should not...
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