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centuries ago - John Dryden was a young aspirant for the laurel wreath. Like many another Englishman of that
day, he had changed sides at the Restoration, and since then he had been rather anxiously awaiting the arrival
of some fit occasion for celebrating the greatness and goodness of his new master, Charles II. Since Charles was
what he was, the fit occasion was slow in coming; and, rather than wait too long, the young poet was fain to
content himself with a series of notable occurrences clustering about the year just past, 1666, - disasters though
most of them were, - and to couple with his account of them such fulsome flattery of the king as the gross taste
of the time permitted and encouraged. The first in this series of occurrences, and perhaps the most memorable
of them all, was the Great Plague of London. The disease was, alas, no new one. About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of
an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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