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indexed. Not illustrated. 1805 Excerpt: . a crust cover the seed, so as to prevent the young sprouts coming up,
then the crust must be broken by driving a flock of sheep over the flax land. Or it should be rolled with a light
roller made of a log. 8 to 10 inches in diameter, drawn by two men. After the land is rolled, the young flax will
soon make its appearance. Weeding.--As soon as the young flax is about two inches high, and weeds appear,
they must be exterminated. The weeders sit flat on the ground, and weed on each side of them, as far as they
can reach, and hitch along on their hands and seat. The plants are not injured by persons sitting on them; on
the contrary, it does them good, because the soil is pressed closer to the roots, which promotes the growth. As
weeding is very tedious work, it is best to have the soil so prepared that very few weeds will appear. Harvesting.-
-When the flax becomes of a yellowish color, and the lower leaves drop off, do not delay the pulling lest the
good quality of the flax be injured, though the bolls may yet be rather green. When the flax is pulled, it is tied in
large bundles, with rye straw or willow twigs, which are set up on the root ends. In this condition the flax is
exposed as little as possible to the sun, until it is carted home to have...
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