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This work aims at presenting, in a popular form, everything that can be made generally interesting in an
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naked act of crime, indeed, is neither very salutary, nor very attractive to minds of any cultivation; but the
disclosures on a trial have seldom much reference to that; their absorbing interest is commonly derived from
other sources altogether: first, from the train of circumstances which led to the conception of the crime, the
education, habits, and character of the criminal, his temptations and prompting opportunities; secondly, from
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but generally wading deeper in guilt at every step, and committing many crimes in order to compass one;
thirdly, from the progress of the evidence upon which the fate of the accused person hangs suspended, often
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